A: ONLINE DOCUMENTATION:

DATA TYPE      1              1: Data are ranks: first stimulus
                                       most preferred.
                                      2: Data are ranks: first stimulus
                                       least preferred.
                                      3: Data are scores: highest value
                                       = most preferred.
                                      4: Data are scores: lowest value
                                       = most preferred.

B: TEST INPUT SPECIFICATION:

DATA TYPE (DEFAULT VALUE : 1)

                     1 : RANKS  FIRST - MOST PREFERED

                     2 : RANKS  LAST  - MOST PREFERED

                     3 : SCORES  HIGHEST - MOST PREFERED

                     4 : SCORES  LOWEST  - MOST PREFERED

1. Compatible with Online documentation, but not identical. I think it should be made so (and ‘preferred’ for ‘prefered’ !) 

This specification is in line with the other 2W2M programs.

RUN OF PREFMAP.

Since the test is only really for DATA-TYPE, I have done the test for S-PHASE(3) and (4) only … but 

n.b.  Online documentation says (rightly) that the defaults are S-PHASE =1 and E-PHASE=4. In the Test Input, it states that the default S-PHASE =3 , which is  wrong and should be changed.

 (A) WITH DATA(3), RUNNING S-PHASE(3) AND E-PHASE (4)

PHASE 3:

Correctly interpreting  DATA(3) as high score means high preference. Good (
(incidentally, what are the  “Weights of Axes”?. For PREFMAP (3) they are surely all 1 … where do these come from, I wonder?

PHASE 4:

DATA(3)  is being interpreted as ANTI-PREFERENCE!!!  (note reversed S-values …). Ideal points = ideal end-vectors are pointing in the opposite direction to what they should (in Subject Space), and in the Joint Space they are also plotted in the same way, but in a diminutive little negative circle !!!! .  What CAN have happened????? (Is this a plotting  mistake?)

(B)  WITH DATA(4), RUNNING S-PHASE(3) AND E-PHASE (4)

PHASE 3:

IDENTICAL SOLUTION TO DATA(3) i.e. giving the “correct” solution and thus interpreting the data as preference instead of anti-preference, whereas with  DATA(4), it should be reversed!

 PHASE 4:

DATA(4)  is being interpreted as PREFERENCE  and Subject space is “correct”, though (again) in the Joint plot the subject circle is displaced .into the negative quadrant, whereas it should be reversed but on the unit circle. 

___________________________________________________________________________I’ve just run the same data under the earlier version I had on my lap-top, before downloading the latest version from the Net, as you suggested. Bizarrely, the newly downloaded one I have run all these diagnostic tests on is (when I checked) actually 4.1.1 build 807, whereas my “old” version is actually 4.2.1 build 809. !!

I don’t know where that leaves us, or what the “latest” version is, or whether these diagnosis runs are on the right version ( 

At least the documentation information is correct …

See you soon

 T. 

